A SPEECH TO THE GRADUANTS

Good [morning/afternoon/evening] distinguished guests, faculty, proud parents, and most
importantly, the graduates,

It is truly an honor to stand before you today and share this special occasion as we celebrate
your remarkable achievement. Today is not just the culmination of your academic journey; it is
the beginning of a promising future filled with endless possibilities.

| remember standing where you are today—eager, excited, and perhaps a little uncertain about
what lay ahead. My journey as a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) has been both rewarding
and transformative. Through every challenge and milestone, | have come to understand that
the foundation of a successful career is built on dedication, continuous learning, and integrity.

When | began my career, | quickly realized that being a CPA is much more than just numbers
and financial statements. It is about problem-solving, providing strategic insights, and being a
trusted advisor in a world that is constantly evolving. Plus, let's be honest, it's also about
mastering the fine art of explaining to your friends why you can't do their taxes for free!

One of the most valuable decisions | made was to become a member of the Institute of
Certified Public Accountants of Uganda (ICPAU). This membership has opened doors to
invaluable professional networks, continuing education, and a platform to influence the future
of the accounting profession. As an ICPAU member, you are not just part of an association—you
are part of a community committed to upholding the highest standards of ethics and
excellence.

The benefits of ICPAU membership are far-reaching. You will have access to ongoing
professional development through seminars, workshops, and conferences that keep you
updated with the latest industry trends and regulations. You will also be part of a robust
network of peers and mentors who can guide and support you throughout your career. And, of
course, you'll have the unique privilege of knowing every financial joke in the book—like why
accountants are great at relationships: because they're good with figures!

As you prepare to embark on the next chapter of your journey, | encourage you to embrace
every opportunity with curiosity and courage. The world needs innovative thinkers and ethical
leaders, and you are well-equipped to rise to that challenge. Never stop learning, never stop
growing, and always uphold the values of professionalism and integrity that define the CPA
designation. And remember, being a CPA means you can finally explain to your family what you
do—even if they still think you just "work with numbers."



In closing, | would like to congratulate each of you on this extraordinary milestone. Your hard
work and perseverance have brought you to this moment, and the future is yours to shape. As
you walk out of these doors today, know that you carry the potential to inspire change and

make a lasting difference.

Thank you, and once again, congratulations to the graduating class. The best is yet to come!



