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ABOUT THE ASA AWARDS

The Accountancy Service Awards (ASA) are premium annual awards of excellence aimed at recognizing persons or entities that have made outstanding contributions to advance the accountancy profession and build sustainable communities in Uganda and beyond.

This year, individuals and entities will be recognized and awarded as below:
1. ICPAU Gold Service Award 
2. CPA of the Year Award
3. Woman Accountant of the Year Award
4. Young Accountant of the Year Award
5. Finance Team of the Year Award
6. Accounting Firm of the Year Award
7. Regional Members Network of the Year Award
8. Institutional Partner of the Year Award
9. Unique Humanitarian Award

CITATIONS FOR AWARD WINNERS

1. Unique Humanitarian Award


This Award recognizes individuals who have impacted the community in one of the following areas; humanitarian disaster relief and assistance, human development, refugee assistance, civil society, equitable economic development, health environment, education, and public policy.

There were 8 nominations for this award.

The recipient of this award; 
· In 1984, during a civil war, started a ministry in Kampala to provide hope and life to the people. Ten years later, they founded a Child Care Ministry in response to the cry of millions of children who had been orphaned or left vulnerable as a result of war, poverty, and disease. 
· Since starting, they have placed thousands of orphans in families, empowered thousands of vulnerable women to reach out to their own families and communities, rescued babies and former child soldiers, kept thousands of girls in school, and sent hundreds of children’s choirs across continents. 
· Their work with children has been incredible; many lives have been saved and transformed.  Many of these children were educated and became professionals, serving the country and other economies.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Award goes to PASTOR GARY SKINNER Founder of Watoto Child Care Ministries



2. Institutional Partner Award


The Award recognizes an entity that is committed to supporting ICPAU in fulfilling its mandate and has made outstanding contributions to the success of the accountancy profession in Uganda. 
There were 5 nominations for this award;
The recipient of this award has supported and continues to support CPA Uganda in various ways including;
a) The entity has supported its staff with education and training to enhance their careers in professional accountancy.
b) The entity is open to offering practical experience training to students. 
c) The Institution participates in and sponsors ICPAU events.
d) The entity is not afraid of public scrutiny and is an ardent participant in the annual Financial Reporting (FiRe) Awards.

The Award goes to UGANDA NATIONAL OIL COMPANY (UNOC), a limited liability company wholly owned by the Government of Uganda.




3. Regional Members Network of The Year Award 


The Award aims to recognize ICPAU regional members networks that have promoted the CPA Uganda brand in the region and also held activities that encourage unity of the membership in the region to impact the communities. 
There were 6 nominations for this award;
· The network has an established executive team.
· The network working closely with the Institute has held activities in the region geared towards promoting the profession and the CPA Uganda brand such as organizing CPDs for members, career guidance outreaches in collaboration with higher institutions of learning offering business courses in the region, encouraging enrolment of students for CPA and giving rewards to the best-performing students. 
· The network has created partnerships with other stakeholders in the region (bursar’s association, financial institutions, traders’ association) to undertake capacity-building programmes and financial literacy training.
· The network has mentored and steered the activation of 2 other regional members networks.
· The network’s membership continues to grow immensely.

For their exemplary efforts towards growing the membership of their network, growing the CPA Uganda brand, and ultimately the accountancy profession, the award goes to the CPA UGANDA ANKOLE REGIONAL MEMBERS NETWORK.




4. Accounting Firm of The Year Award

The Award recognizes an upcoming accounting firm with no international network or association. A firm that has enjoyed an exceptional year and demonstrated outstanding achievements, including career opportunities for accountancy professionals.
The recipient of this Award:
· Has demonstrated tremendous uptake of commendable quality management systems, and embedded quality within its operations to drive business growth.
· Considers provision of quality service and sustainable growth as part of the broad growth agenda of the firm in the medium and long term.
· Utilises innovative means of communicating its services offering to clients and remains compliant with the provisions of the code of ethics.
· Has exhibited a strong commitment to implementing the recommendations from the ICPAU quality assurance reviews.
· Has encouraged and supported its staff who are CPA students.
· Sees its future beyond now, and to get there it has deliberately focused on widening its service offering beyond audit and assurance and also grow staff competencies in specialized sectors.

The award for the accounting firm of the year 2024 goes to YM PARTNERS.



5. Finance Team of The Year Award

The Award aims to identify and honour the contribution of finance teams to the overall success of their organizations by recognising and rewarding outstanding performance, management accounting excellence, business partnering, and innovation.

There were 14 nominations for this award;
The recipient of this Award:
· Is an entity whose performance has improved over the past 4 years with the finance team playing a very critical role in this transformation.
· Due to a resilient finance team, this entity has been seen to grow faster than the industry average over the past four years.
· This finance team has delivered strategic decision support to the entity through data-driven insights by providing timely financial analysis on profitability, cost structures, market trends, and tax amendments that have helped other departments make informed strategic decisions.
· The Finance team has also created operational efficiency within the entity through process improvements thereby saving the entity billions in costs. 
· The finance team has demonstrated a strong ability to work well, delivering a transformed integrated report for the entity resulting in several recognition at the ICPAU FiRe Awards. 
· This finance team comprises Certified Public Accountants, and the head is passionate about sponsoring students to undertake the CPA(U) course.
· As the saying goes – show me a good company and I show you a good finance team.

The award goes to the Finance Team of POSTBANK UGANDA LTD - a commercial bank licensed in Uganda.


6. Young Accountant of The Year Award

The Award recognizes a young accountant below 35 years who embraces and promotes the tenets of the profession in a way that reflects a true professional accountant. 

There were 3 nominations for this award;
The recipient of this Award:
· Was an Insurance Sales Agent turned Manager.
· Continues to provide leadership and oversight to finance teams, with experience in the Insurance Industry.
· Their experience also includes the role of Team Leader for the IFRS 17 Insurance Contracts Implementation Project at one of the entities in the Insurance Industry and has gone on to support other players in the industry with the application of the IFRS 17 accounting standard.
· Has participated in the Institute’s activities including a Member Induction in 2023 on competence as a prerequisite for professionalism.
· Has played a big role in guiding and mentoring teams, as well as providing financial advisory services to clients.
· Tutors CPA papers, and engages in charitable work within the community. 


Ladies and gentlemen, the award of Young Accountant for the year 2024 goes to CPA JOSEPH OSAKO, Acting Finance Manager at GA Insurance Company


7. Woman Accountant of The Year Award

This award is aimed at recognising a female accountant who embraces and promotes the tenets of the profession in a way that reflects a truly professional accountant. 

There were 7 nominations for this award;
The recipient of this Award:
a) Has worked in the public sector in Uganda, leading a finance function, and is credited for her integrity and professionalism
b) Offering exceptional and quality responses to challenges, offering solutions at all times, and quality advice to management.
c) Has had a remarkable impact on the profession within Uganda; through quality mentorship to many young accountants and in particular, the women accountants.
d) Is committed to lifelong learning and has maintained a high level of professionalism in their work even after retirement.
e) The candidate, by her merits and accomplishments represents a model of what ICPAU espouses in terms of professional conduct and technical proficiency.

The award goes to CPA MARY THERESA KIGGUNDU, a consultant with KMAILT Enterprises Ltd and former Director of Finance and Accounts at the National Agricultural Research Organisation.


8. CPA of The Year Award

The Award recognizes and honors a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) who has made outstanding contributions to the accountancy profession in Uganda and beyond.  

There were 11 nominations for this award;
The recipient of this award:
· Has served the accountancy profession in Uganda for over 17 years.
· Served as a member of the Council of the Institute of Certified Public Accountants of Uganda (ICPAU) and Chairperson of the ICPAU Disciplinary Committee. 
· Has continually supported the development of ICPAU membership.
· Has promoted all areas of accountancy irrespective of the members’ specialization.
· Has also served as a Member of the Public Administration Sector Audit Committee at the Ministry of Finance, Planning, and Economic Development.
· Is a true reflection of what a professional accountant can deliver when granted the opportunity.
The award for CPA of the Year 2024 goes to CPA RUTH-DOREEN MUTEBE NSEKO, Head of Internal Audit at Umeme, Board Chair at UGAFODE, President of the Africa Federation of Institutes of Internal Auditors, and Member of the Vision 2035 Project Committee and Committee of Research & Education at the global Institute of Internal Auditors in the USA.


9. ICPAU Gold Service Award

This is the highest award for accountancy service. The Award is bestowed upon individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the accountancy profession in Uganda and beyond.
  
The recipient of this Award is an accountant who has made significant contributions to the accountancy profession in Uganda and beyond. This accountant:
· Has served the accountancy profession in Uganda as a member of ICPAU for over 21 years
· Has worked in the public sector in Uganda in the office of the Auditor General and is credited for strong leadership in public sector audits, and was a strong proponent of public value management in service delivery to citizens.
· Promoted good working relations between the Institute and government entities.
· Participated in the activities of the African Organisation of Supreme Audit Institutions (AFROSAI E) and the Multilateral Audit Advisory Group (MAAG) of the World Bank.
· Is a great advocate for home-grown solutions and vigorously supported the creation of the Institute’s Quality Assurance Review Program, as well as an in-house online voting platform for the ICPAU Council.
· Actively promoted the creation of the Women in Accountancy Forum of ICPAU.
· Is a mentor and role model to women in accountancy, and desires to see women scaling the leadership ladders in the profession, public service, and corporate world.
· Has served the profession as:
i) Deputy Chair of the Professional Accountancy Development Committee of the International Federation of Accountants; 
ii) A member of the Council of ICPAU and Chairperson of the Public Accountants Examinations Board, Marketing and Professional Standards Committees of ICPAU. 
Ladies and gentlemen, it is an honor and privilege to present the ICPAU Gold Service Award to CPA KETO KAYEMBA, current President of the Pan African Federation of Accountants (PAFA).
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